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Human well-being relies critically on ecosystem 
services provided by nature. Examples include 
water and air quality regulation, nutrient cycling 
and decomposition, plant pollination and flood 
control, all of which are dependent on biodiversity. 
They are predominantly public goods with limited 
or no markets and do not command any price in 
the conventional economic system, so their loss 
is often not detected and continues unaddressed 
and unabated. This in turn not only impacts human 
well-being, but also seriously undermines the 
sustainability of the economic system.

It is against this background that TEEB: The Economics 
of Ecosystems and Biodiversity project was set up, 
to provide a comprehensive global assessment of 
economic aspects of these issues. This book, written 
by a team of international experts, represents the 
scientific state of the art, providing a comprehensive 
assessment of the fundamental ecological and 
economic principles of measuring and valuing 
ecosystem services and biodiversity, and showing 
how these can be mainstreamed into public policies. 
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The first volume from The Economics of Ecosystems 
and Biodiversity (TEEB) study, edited by Pushpam 
Kumar, Reader in Environmental Economics, University 
of Liverpool, UK. 
TEEB is hosted by the United Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP) and supported by the European 
Commission, the German Federal Ministry for the 
Environment (BMU) and the UK Department for 
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA), recently 
joined by Norway’s Ministry for Foreign Affairs, The 
Netherlands’ Ministry of Housing (VROM), the UK 
Department for International Development (DFID) and 
also the Swedish International Development Cooperation 
Agency (SIDA). The study leader is Pavan Sukhdev, who is 
also Special Adviser - Green Economy Initiative, UNEP.

‘The [TEEB] project should show us all how 
expensive the global destruction of the 
natural world has become and - it is hoped - 
persuade us to slow down.’

The Guardian
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This volume builds upon the foundations set up 
in the first book; providing a  comprehensive 
global assessment of the economic aspects of 
biodiversity. It lays out a framework and tools 
for the policy response; as well as a detailed 
assassment of payments and markets; subsidies; 
regulation and pricing; the value of protected 
areas; and investing in ecological infrastructure. 

The Economics of 
Ecosystems and 
Biodiversity in 
Business and 
Enterprise

A TEEB volume, edited by Josh Bishop

Hb • 9781849712514 
224 pages • Mid 2011

Business and enterprise have a huge role to play 
in how we manage, safeguard and invest in our 
natural capital. This volume will focus on how 
business can safeguard our biodiversity assets; 
and also, the role biodiversity in strengthening 
our natural assets.
 

The Economics of 
Ecosystems and 
Biodiversity in Local 
and Regional  
Policy and 
Management

A TEEB volume, edited by Heidi Wittmer and 
Haripriya Gundimeda

Hb • 9781849712521 
160 pages • Late 2011

This volume will turn to local and regional 
policy and management.  It will explore and 
give practical guidance on how to deal with 
the challenge of biodiversity loss at a local and 
regional level; and what local governments can 
do with respect to natural resource use and 
management, maintaining biodiversity, as well 
as market-based approaches.
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