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Building upon the foundations set up in TEEB’s first volume, 
this book provides important new evidence of growing 
corporate concern about biodiversity loss and offers 
examples of how some leading companies are taking 
action to conserve biodiversity and to restore ecosystems. 
It reviews indicators and drivers of biodiversity loss and 
ecosystem decline, and shows how these present both risks 
and opportunities to business. It examines the changing 
preferences of consumers for nature-friendly products 
and services, and offers examples of how companies are 
responding. 

The book also describes recent initiatives to enable 
businesses to measure, value and report their impacts and 
dependencies on biodiversity and ecosystem services. 
A range of practical tools to manage biodiversity risks 
in business is reviewed, with examples of how some 
companies are using these tools to deliver added business 
value. It is shown how companies can take action to avoid, 
minimize and mitigate biodiversity and ecosystem service 
risks, using compensation (‘offsets’) where appropriate, 
based on the concept of Net Positive Impact. As a result 
they can grasp new business opportunities linked to 
biodiversity and ecosystem services, such as increasing 
cost-efficiencies, new products and new markets.

The authors explore emerging business models that seek 
to deliver biodiversity benefits and ecosystem services on 
a commercial basis, the enabling frameworks needed to 
stimulate investment and entrepreneurship to realize such 
opportunities, and the obstacles that must be overcome. 
Overall, the book examines how businesses can align their 
actions in relation to biodiversity and ecosystem services 
with wider corporate social responsibility initiatives, 
including community engagement and poverty reduction.
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Joshua Bishop is Chief Economist at the International 
Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), based in 
Switzerland. He has co-authored several Earthscan 
books on the links between economics, the environment 
and sustainable development. In his current post he 
leads efforts to translate the concepts and methods of 
environmental economics into the language and practice 
of business.

‘The [TEEB] project should show us all how 
expensive the global destruction of the 

natural world has become and – it is hoped 
– persuade us to slow down.’

The Guardian
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The Economics of 
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Foundations
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Pushpam Kumar
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This book, written by a team of international 
experts, represents the scientific state of the art, 
providing a comprehensive assessment of the 
fundamental ecological and economic principles 
of measuring and valuing ecosystem services 
and biodiversity, and showing how these can be 
mainstreamed into public policies. 

The Economics 
of Ecosystems 
and Biodiversity 
in National and 
International Policy 
Making

A TEEB volume, edited by Patrick ten Brink

Hb • £60.00  £48.00 • 9781849712507 
390 pages • February 2011

This book highlights the need for new public 
policy to reflect the appreciation that public 
goods and social benefits are often overlooked 
and that we need a transition to decision making 
which integrates the many values of nature 
across policy sectors.  

Biodiversity and 
Ecosystem Insecurity
A Planet in Peril 
Ahmed Djoghlaf and Felix 
Dodds
Pb • £24.99 £19.99 • 9781849712200• 
April 2011

This book provides an authoritative and 
comprehensive assessment of the threats 
presented to human security and well-being by 
the loss of ecosystems and biodiversity, recently 
confirmed as one of the critical ‘planetary 
boundaries’ that has already been exceeded. 
Contributors examine the current trends and 
state of biodiversity globally, the drivers of 
biodiversity loss including climate change and 
economic and population pressures, and the 
mechanisms and policies needed for conserving 
and restoring biodiversity in the future. 
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